
Four Corners Design: Aesthetics. 

Products should be aesthetically appealing. 

Sustainability. Products should be durable, 

having the lowest possible environmental 

impact in their manufacture and use, and should 

include a roadmap for their re-use or recycling. 

Ergonomics. Products should be intuitively 

functional, ergonomic, and safe. Economy. 

Products should be cost-effective/affordable. 

www.thomasjnewhouse-design.com

other

furniture kitchen

Tom’s Tino articulating LED tasklight for Light 
Corporation was launched at Neocon 2015.

Tom was inducted into the WMSBF Business 
Hall of Fame in November 2015. This 
lifetime achievement award honors individual 
practitioners that have made the greatest 
contribution to sustainable business in West 
Michigan during their careers.

thomas j. newhouse  bsd, idsa 

For more than 35 years, Tom Newhouse has 

been designing furniture, lighting, appliances, 

and other products as the owner/principal of an 

industrial design consulting firm located in western Michigan. 

Prior to 1978, he was a member of the corporate design staff 

of Herman Miller, Inc. He holds a degree in industrial design 

from the University of Michigan.

Tom works primarily in the areas of home and office furniture, 

lighting, kitchen cabinetry, and major appliance design, with an 

emphasis on environmentally sustainable design 

practice. He currently holds over 90 design and 

utility patents. Tom lectures to professional design 

societies and universities internationally on the 

topic of environmentally sustainable design and  

his “Four Corners” design philosophy.

about



Soci eti e s / Affi liation s
Full Member – Industrial Designers Society of America; 

Washington, D.C.
Member and Past President – West Michigan Sustainable 

Business Forum

Lectu r e s / Pu b lic S peaki ng 
E ngag e m e nts

U.S.A.
SmartCoast “The Story of Invention” Lecture; Michigan; 

2015
Sustainable Industrial Design Lectures; Carnegie-Mellon 

University, Pittsburgh, PA; 4/2004
Sustainability Symposium; Urban Institute for 

Contemporary Art, Grand Rapids, MI; 4/2001
Industrial Designers Society of America (I.D.S.A.)  

Mid-East District Conference; Cleveland, OH; 3/2000
Northeast Design Lectures: ME, NH, MA, CT; 9/1998
Neocon 97 Interact with the Stars Lecture;  

Chicago, IL; 6/1997
Portland Art Museum Lecture; Portland, OR; 3/1997  
National Association of Industrial and Office Properties 

Conference; Seattle, WA; 9/1996
West Michigan Environmental Action Council Sustainable 

Business Conference; Grand Rapids, MI; 5/1996
Texas Tech University Design Seminar; Lubbock, TX; 3/1996
“Interplan” Design Conference; New York, NY; 11/1995
I.I.D.A./A.I.A. Lecture; Union League, Philadelphia, PA; 

6/1995
Molding ’95 National Conference; New Orleans, LA; 3/1995
Office Planners and Users Group National Conference;  

Grand Rapids, MI; 10/1994
Herman Miller Environmental Conference; Holland, MI; 

10/1994
Mississippi State University; Starkville/Jackson, MS; 9/1994
I.D.S.A. National Conference; Dearborn, MI; 8/1994
Kendall College of Art and Design Commencement 

Address; Grand Rapids, MI; 5/1994
I.D.S.A. National Conference; Atlanta, GA; 8/1993
Wexner Center Architects/Designers Group; Ohio State 

University, Columbus, OH; 8/1993
I.B.D., Florida Chapter Conference; Tampa, FL; 3/1993
International Facilities Management Association;  

Knoxville, TN; 1/1993
I.F.M.A., Pittsburgh Chapter; Pittsburgh, PA; 12/1992
I.F.M.A./I.B.D.; Raleigh, NC; 12/1992
University of Michigan School of Art; Ann Arbor, MI; 

10/1992
University of North Carolina; Greensboro, NC; 9/1992
I.D.S.A. International “Interdesign” Symposium, San Jose 

State University; 8/1992
Interior Design Educators Council National Convention; 

4/1992
I.D.S.A. Mid-East District Conference; Grand Rapids, MI; 

4/1992
I.B.D.; Kansas City, MO Chapter; 1/1992
Michigan Society of Architects; Grand Rapids, MI; 3/1991
“West Week” Annual Conference; Los Angeles, CA; 

3/1991
I.B.D. Richmond, VA Chapter; Richmond, VA; 1/1991
A.S.I.D./I..B..D. Regional Meeting; Dallas, TX; 10/1990
I.B.D./A.I.A. Chapters; Princeton, NJ; 5/1990
Santa Clara County Convention; Santa Clara, CA; 

11/1989
I.B.D. Hartford Chapter; Old State House, Hartford, CT; 

5/1989

Cli e nts
Arclinea Arredamenti Spa; Italy
Baker Manufacturing Inc.; usa
Brunswick Billiards; usa
Cascade Engineering; usa
Case Systems Bostontec Inc.; use
C.T. Johnson Inc.; usa
Dematic Inc.; worldwide
Details; A Steelcase Company; usa
Edgewater Automation; usa
Enviro Framing Systems International; Australia and  

subsidiaries worldwide
Group Dekko Inc.; usa
Harden Furniture; usa
Hekman, Inc.; usa
Herman Miller, Inc. and subsidiaries; worldwide
Interface Fabrics; usa
JRB Studio; usa
Knape & Vogt Inc.; usa
Light Corporation; usa
Metalworks Inc.; usa
Microfil; usa
N.V. Phillips; Netherlands, usa
St. Charles Cabinetry; usa
The Worden Company; usa
Trendway Inc.; usa
Viking Range Corp. and subsidiaries; worldwide

Awar d s
2015 Best of Neocon Silver Award
2015 Induction into West Michigan Sustainable Business 

Forum “Sustainable Business Hall of Fame”
2014 Best of Neocon Silver Award
2013  Best of Neocon Silver Award
2012  Best of Neocon Gold Award
2012  Buildings Magazine Product Innovation Award
2012  101 Best and Brightest Sustainable Companies Award
2009  Green GOOD DESIGN Award, Chicago Athenaeum
2009  National Restaurant Association “KI” Kitchen 
2009 Innovations Award
2007  Best of Neocon Gold Award
2007  A.S.F.D. Pinnacle Design Award Finalist
2007  Clean Water Action Green Business Leader Award
2005  Design Journal Platinum Award
2004  Best of Neocon Silver Award
2004  GOOD DESIGN Award, Chicago Athenaeum
2004  Adex Silver Award
2001  Design Journal Best of Show Award
1999  Best of L.A. Design Week Award
1998  Home Office Computing Editors Gold Award
1998  Design Journal ADEX Awards (2)
1998  Best of Neocon Silver Award
1998  I.I.D.A. “Apex” Award
1997  Kitchen Bath Business, Second Place, 

  Product of the Year
1997  GOOD DESIGN Award, Chicago Athenaeum
1996  Best of Neocon Silver Award
1996  Best of Neocon Gold Award
1995  I.D.S.A./Business Week “Idea” Awards (2)
1994  I.D.S.A “Idea” Award
1994  I.I.D.A “Apex” Award
1994  Roscoe (Resource Council) Award
1988  Industrial Designers Society of America “Idea” Award
1987  Roscoe (Resource Council) Award
1987  I.B.D. Institute of Business Designers Gold Award
1978  Passive Solar Residential Design Award, 

  US HUD/DOE
1977  Governors Award; Design in Michigan Exhibit

I.B.D.; Washington, D.C.; 3/1989
Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City, UT; 2/1989
Minnesota Society Architects Conference; Duluth, MN; 

11/1988
University of Milwaukee School of Art; Milwaukee, WI; 

10/1988
A.I.A. Albuquerque, NM Chapter; Albuquerque, NM; 

11/1987

i nte r national
Canada
Canadian Facility Managers National Conference,  

Toronto; 3/1999
Interior Designers of Canada (I.D.C.); Calgary, Alberta; 

5/1992
I.D.C.; Edmonton, Alberta; 5/1992
I.D.C.; Montreal, Quebec; 3/1991
I.D.C.; Pan Pacific Hotel, Vancouver, BC; 11/1988
I.F.M.A. Canada; Place Bonaventure, Montreal, Quebec; 

5/1988
I.D.C. Nova Scotia; Halifax, Nova Scotia; 5/1980

Colombia
Expodiseno ’95 National Conference; Bogota; 5/1995
University Tadeo Lozano; Bogota; 5/1995

France
Paris Designers Weekend; Paris; 4/1989

Germany
Interior Architects and Designers Groups; Munich and 

Frankfurt; 3/1989

Italy
DEGW 6th International Office Trends Conference; 

Milano; 10/1997

Japan
Architects and Interior Designers Group; Tokyo; 3/1991

Middle East
Architects and Interior Designers Group; Riyadh,  

Saudi Arabia; 1/1990
Architects and Interior Designers Group; Kuwait City, 

Kuwait; 1/1990
Architects and Interior Designers Group of United Arab 

Emirates; Dubai, U.A.E.; 2/1990

United Kingdom
British Design Museum Lecture; London, England; 

10/1996

Venezuela
Caracas Cultural Center Public Lecture; 3/1997
Venezuelan/American Chamber of Commerce Conference; 

3/1997

0-10923 2nd Avenue
Grand Rapids MI usa 49534-6753
616-791-9168 ph  ■  616-791-4273 fax
www.thomasjnewhouse-design.com
tom@thomasjnewhouse-design.com


